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It not uncommonly happens that tests of lymphocyte responsiveness to antigens cannot be carried out immediately so that a simple means of storage is useful. This is especially the case with the electrophoresis method described by Field and Caspary (1970) where unpredictable vagaries ofthe instrument add to the pressure of numbers. Simple procedures are described to allow testing to be delayed.
Method
Lymphocytes were separated from fresh venous blood by the modification introduced by Hughes and Caspary (1970) of the method devised by Coulson and Chalmers (1967 The cell electrophoresis test Caspary and Field, 1971) for lymphocyte sensitization is found to be practically unchanged after one month's storage. After six months there is a reduction of about 30 %. However, these longterm specimens have been kept under poor conditions in our laboratory in that other lymphocytes were being stored in the same canisters and they all had to be brought out and warmed up each time one was sought. It may well be that under ideal conditions cells may be stored over much longer periods without loss of activity.
Comment
As a means of dealing with the accumulation of specimens on a relatively short-term basis the method described is simple and effective and forms a useful technical adjunct to cell electrophoresis which, even in practised hands, is capable of dealing only with relatively few specimens per session. It has the great advantage over the method outlined by Mangi and Mardiney (1970) 
